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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION 
 

NUMBER:  DOI-BLM-CO-110-2011-0079-CX 

 

CASEFILE/PROJECT NUMBER:  COC51551 

 

PROJECT NAME:  Blue Mountain Energy Coal Lease Readjustment COC-51551 

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:       T3N, R101W, 6
th

 PM 

Sections 25, 26, 34, 35 and 36 

 

APPLICANT:  Blue Mountain Energy (BME) 

 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION:   

Background/Introduction: BME’s Deserado mine is an existing active underground coal mine 

that utilizes longwall mining techniques. It was permitted in 1981 and is the sole source of coal 

for the Bonanza Power Plant in Bonanza, Utah. No other market or load out facility is available 

for outside coal sales. Coal is shipped 37 miles via electric train from the mine to the power 

plant. BME currently holds seven federal coal leases that comprise the Deserado Mine Logical 

Mining Unit COC57190. All coal leases issued after August 4, 1976 are subject to readjustment 

at the end of the first 20-year period.  

 

Proposed Action: BME’s coal lease COC51551 (see Attachments 1 and 2) was issued effective 

October 01, 1991 and the 20-year readjustment is due October 01, 2011. Terms, conditions, and 

stipulations of the existing lease need to be reviewed to determine applicability to current lease 

management (see Attachment 3) and recommend any lease adjustments necessary to meet 

current management. 

 

PLAN CONFORMANCE REVIEW: The Proposed Action is subject to and has been reviewed 

for conformance with (43 CFR 1610.5-3, BLM 1601.08) the following plan: 

 

Name of Plan: White River Record of Decision and Approved Resource Management 

Plan (ROD/RMP). 

 

 Date Approved:  July 1, 1997 

 

 Decision Number/Page: 2-7 

 

Decision Language:  “Ensure that federal coal resources identified as acceptable for 

further consideration for coal leasing, are available for exploration, leasing and 

development.” 
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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW: The Proposed Action qualifies as a categorical 

exclusion under 516 DM 11.9, Number F-2. “Approval of mineral lease readjustments, renewals, 

and transfers including assignments and subleases.” 

 

The Proposed Action has been reviewed with the list of extraordinary circumstances (43 CFR 

46.215) described in the table below.   

 

Exception YES NO 

1. Have significant adverse effects on public health and safety.  X 

2. Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique 

geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park, 

recreation, or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; 

national natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water aquifers; 

prime farmlands; wetlands, floodplains; national monuments; 

migratory birds; and other ecologically significant or critical areas. 

 X 

3. Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve 

unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of available 

resources. 

 X 

4. Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental 

effects or involve unique or unknown environmental risks. 
 X 

5. Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in 

principle about future actions with potentially significant 

environmental effects. 

 X 

6. Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually 

insignificant but cumulatively significant environmental effects. 
 X 

7. Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, in 

the National Register of Historic Places as determined by either the 

bureau of office. 

 X 

8. Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, 

on the List of Endangered or Threatened Species, or have adverse 

effects on designated Critical Habitat for these species. 

 X 

9. Violate a Federal law, or a State, local or tribal law or requirement 

imposed for the protection of the environment. 
 X 

10. Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or 

minority populations 
 X 

11. Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal 

lands by Indian religious practitioners or significantly affect the 

physical integrity of such sacred sites. 

 X 

12. Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of 

noxious weeds or non-native invasive species known to occur in the 

area or actions that may promote the introduction, growth, or 

expansion of the range of such species. 

 X 

 

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY REVIEW: 
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The Proposed Action was presented to, and reviewed by the White River Field Office 

interdisciplinary team on 3/22/2011. A list of resource specialists who participated in this review 

is available upon request from the White River Field Office. 

 

REMARKS: 

 

Cultural Resources: The area of the lease review has been inventoried at the Class III (100% 

pedestrian) level (Chandler and Nickens 1979a Compliance Dated 7/13/1979, 1979b Compliance 

Dated Fall 1979, Gruebel 1991 Compliance Dated 9/17/1991) before the lease was issued. Sites 

were identified during the inventory and avoidance of sites was stipulated in the mine plan 

approval. A special stipulation under Section 15 of the lease, (a)(2) required a subsidence 

monitoring plan and agreement be developed between the Office of Surface Mining and 

Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE), the Colorado Mined Land Reclamation Division 

(MLRD), the Colorado State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), the White River Resource 

Area (WRRA), and the Advisory Council for Historic Preservation (ACHP). Extensive searches 

at the White River Field Office (successor to WRRA) and the SHPO have failed to locate any 

agreement or mitigation plan. The mine’s long wall panel has since passed through the lease area 

and no further work is proposed in the area. The stipulation may be deleted from the lease 

stipulations). (MRS 6/14/2011) 

 

Native American Religious Concerns: No Native American Religious Concerns are known in the 

area, and none have been noted by Northern Ute tribal authorities. Should recommended 

inventories or future consultations with Tribal authorities reveal the existence of such sensitive 

properties, appropriate mitigation, and/or protection measures may be undertaken. (MRS 

6/14/2011) 

 

Threatened and Endangered Wildlife Species: The entire project area is categorized by the 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife as mule deer severe winter range, a specialized component of 

winter range that supports virtually all an area’s deer during the most severe winters (i.e., heavy 

snowfall, extreme cold). These ranges receive the heaviest use during the late-winter and early-

spring. 

 

There are several known raptor nests that occur within and immediately surrounding the project 

area. Raptor surveys would be required, if deemed necessary, prior to any activity (i.e., surface 

disturbance, on site construction etc.)  Nests located within the project area would be subject to 

BLM timing stipulations if they are determined to be active. (LRB 7/12/2011) 

 

Threatened and Endangered Plant Species: There are no special status plant species concerns in 

the area. (ZMM 7/8/2011) 

 

REFERENCES CITED: 

 

Chandler, Susan M., and Paul R. Nickens 

 1979a Cultural Resource Investigations: Moon Lake Project Prospecting License Area, 

Moon Lake Project Report 79-2. Centuries Research, Inc., Montrose, Colorado. (79-

07-16:  SHPO #RB.LM.R719) 
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 1979b Archaeological Investigations of Two Power Plant Sites and Water Pipeline 

Corridors for the Moon Lake Project, Rio Blanco County, Colorado and Uintah 

County, Utah, Moon Lake Project Report 79-5. Prepared for Centuries Research 

Inc., by Nickens and Associates, Montrose, Colorado. (79-07-29:  SHPO 

#RB.LM.R720) 

 

Gruebel, Rand A. 

 1991 Cultural Resource Inventory of 360 Acres at the Deserado Mine, Rio Blanco County, 

Colorado. Alpine Archaeological Consultants, Inc., Montrose Colorado. (91-83-03:  

SHPO # RB.LM.R140) 

 

 

MITIGATION: Remove Cultural Resources Special Stipulation under Section 15 of the lease, 

(a)(2). 

 

No activity will be allowed from January 1 through April 30 within the project area to avoid 

unnecessary disturbance to mule deer during the critical winter period. 

 

Based on site-specific survey results, timing stipulations may be applied if construction activities 

are scheduled to take place during the raptor breeding season (February 15 – August 15).  

 

 

COMPLIANCE PLAN:  Blue Mountain Energy Deserado Mine Permit 

 

 

NAME OF PREPARER: Paul Daggett 

 

 

NAME OF ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATOR: Heather Sauls  

 

 

DECISION AND RATIONALE:  I have reviewed this CX and have decided to recommend the 

following adjustments to Coal Lease COC51551: 

 Remove Cultural Resources Special Stipulation under Section 15 of the lease, (a)(2) 

 Add to Special Stipulation a timing limitation from January 1 through April 30 within the 

project area to avoid unnecessary disturbance to mule deer during the critical winter 

period. 

 Add “Based on site-specific survey results, timing stipulations may be applied if 

construction activities are scheduled to take place during the raptor breeding season 

(February 15 – August 15).”language to Special Stipulations B (2) Raptors  

 Change date in Special Stipulations B (2)(B) Raptors; from February 1 – August 15 to 

February 15 – August 15 

 

This action is listed in the Department Manual as an action that may be categorically excluded. I 

have evaluated the action relative to the 12 criteria listed above and have determined that it does 

not represent an exception and is, therefore, categorically excluded from further environmental 

analysis. 
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ATTACHMENTS:   

Attachment 1: Location Map – Aerial Photo 

Attachment 2: Location Map – Topographic Map  

Attachment 3: Coal Lease COC51551 
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Attachment 1: Location Map – Aerial Photo 
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Attachment 2: Location Map – Topographic Map 
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Attachment 3: Coal Lease COC 51551 
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